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Fort Nelson Secondary School 
2016-2017 School Year – Draft Document for Stakeholder Input 

A Plan For Enhancing Student Learning 
Collaborative – Flexible – Sustainable 

This plan for enhancing student 
learning is meant to benefit the learning 
and well-being of our students.  It is 
intended to:  
• look at the big picture 
• have long term vision 
• be sustainable 
• contain realistic goals and strategies 
• be a living, flexible document. 
 

It will be evidence based in order to 
plan well and continuously improve, 
using a variety of sources to make 
decisions, set direction, and make 
recommendations.  
This document is intended to be 
collaborative, involving dialogue with 
and input from all stakeholders. We 
invite you to share you opinions and 
insights with us! 
 

Intellectual  
Students will demonstrate 
an improved ability to think 
critically and independently 
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Human and Social 
Students will demonstrate 
school connectedness 
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Career Development 
Students will demonstrate 
future preparedness 
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WE ARE ALL UNIQUE, 
LEARNING AND GROWING 

TOGETHER

WE BELIEVE:

FNSS 
COMMUNITY

success looks different for each of us. 
every person will be treated with dignity and respect. 
we take ownership for our decisions. 
strength is found in helping others and letting others help us. 
we grow when we are challenged and take risks - embrace 
the struggle!
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1

Fort Nelson Secondary School is a grade 8 – 12 school 
servicing Fort Nelson and the Northern Rockies Regional 

Municipality.  We currently have approximately 280 students 
enrolled, encompassing a wide variety of cultural backgrounds.  
At the start of the 2016-17 school year, 116 of our students self-

identified as aboriginal.  Our staff work hard to form strong 
connections with our students, engage and support them in their 
learning, and provide rich and flexible learning opportunities. 

2

• high six-year graduation rates for all students 
• highest six-year aboriginal graduation rate in the province 
• excellent access to technology 
• a wide variety of extra-curricular opportunities offered to our 

students 
• growing participation in dual credit programs with post-

secondary institutions 
• student leadership opportunities through student council, grad 

committee, Friends of Rachel, and our TA program 
• excellent music program that offers opportunities for 

performance and travel 
• celebration of and learning about diversity within the school 

About Fort Nelson Secondary School 

1

A number of indicators have 
been set for each of our three 
goals; evidence will be used 
to assess progress, plan and 
adapt.  
 
Some of the evidence used to 
assess our progress and make 
decisions will include:  

2

• student achievement 
results (report card marks, 
student assignments, 
standardized benchmarks) 

• survey results (from 
parents, staff and students) 

• informal and formal 
feedback from all 
stakeholders. 

How do we know this plan is working? 

Highlights to celebrate: 
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Intellectual Goal 
Students will demonstrate an improved ability to think critically and independently 

1

Rationale 
 
We believe that by learning to think critically 
and independently, students are better able to 
engage in their learning, and are more likely 
to achieve success in school and be prepared 
for post-secondary education and 
employment. 

 
 
 
 

2

What does critical/independent 
thinking look like? 
Be able to interpret information, determine 
the validity of information, consider 
alternatives, synthesize information from a 
variety of sources, draw logical conclusions, 
and apply what has been learned to new 
situations 
When presented with a new learning task, 
independently apply prior knowledge and be 
able to determine a reasonable way to begin 
and complete the task 
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What are we doing to achieve this goal? 
• Referring explicitly to the core 

competencies in classes in the new 
curriculum 

• Individual teacher developed 
instructional strategies and 
learning activities to help develop 
independent and critical thinking. 

• Explore introduction of passion or 
inquiry project for all students 

How will we know we’ve met this goal? 
• Develop a rubric over the 2016-17 

school year to help teachers assess 
independent critical thinking skills in 
their classes and beginning to 
develop baseline data; this will allow 
for more targeted strategies over 
time as we evaluate the skills  that 
students require more development 
in.  

In a rapidly changing world, a student’s 

ability to think critically and creatively 

have been identified as a key skill for 

moving into a future where changes in 

technology and the job market mean we 

have to prepare our students for a job 

that perhaps does not yet exist! 
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Human And Social Goal 
Students will demonstrate school connectedness 

1

Rationale 
We believe that fostering connection to 
school and community through engaging 
students in their learning, enhancing 
involvement, choice, and personal attachment 
will lead to student academic success and a 
greater sense of belonging and self-worth that 
will accompany them through their future 
endeavors. 

 
 
 
 
 

2

What does a connected student look like? 
Attends school and classes 
Engages actively in their learning 
Is respectful of their peers, the staff, and the 
school environment 
Feels welcome, safe, and cared for 
Can identify staff members they trust and can 
go to when they need help 
Participates actively in school life: school 
spirit events, extracurricular activities, 
student committees,  
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What are we doing to achieve this goal? 
• Implementation of restorative 

practices for student discipline 
• Offering opportunities for student 

leadership: student council, grad 
executive, Friends of Rachel 

• Offering a variety of extra-
curricular activities:  
o Sports: cross-country running, 

volleyball, basketball, track and 
field, 

o Clubs: robotics club, lunchtime 
games room 

o Student council activities: open 
mic nights, games nights, 
movie nights,  

• School-wide events: Terry Fox 
walk, Fall Run/Milk Run, 
Rendezvous activities, Culture 
Fest, special assemblies 

• Activities in cross-grade 
homerooms 

• Guest speakers/presentations: 
planned for 2016-17 year are Live 
Different, Darren Lauer (internet 
safety), Rob Nash (motivational), 
Sun Ergos Productions 
(indigenous dance presentation) 

• Work on improving overall school 
aesthetic to be more 
welcoming/inviting to students 

• Work to develop a grade 8 
mentorship program for the 2017-
18 school year 

• Explore introduction of passion or 
inquiry project for all students 

 
 

How will we know we’ve met this goal? 
• Increased attendance rates – 

establish baseline data and targets 
• Reduced suspension rates – establish 

baseline data in 2016-17 school year 
• Reduced number of student lates – 

establish baseline data in 2016-17 
school year 

• Increased number of students 
reporting school satisfaction and 
connection – develop survey and 
establish baseline data and targets in 
2016-17 school year 

• Increased number of students 
participating in extra-curricular 
activities – establish baseline data in 
2016-17 school year 

• Increased number of students taking 
more than the minimum required 80 
credits – establish baseline data and 
targets in  2016-17 school year 
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Career Development Goal 
Students will demonstrate future preparedness 

1

Rationale 
 

We believe that our students need to be 
prepared and empowered to contribute their 
personal best as tomorrow’s leaders. Students 
need to be prepared for life beyond high 
school. Supporting the development of 
lifelong learning attributes, skills, and abilities 
are key to future preparedness and success. 

 

 

 

 

2

What does a student prepared for their 
future look like? 

Feels confident and hopeful about 
themselves, their abilities, and their future 
Graduates with a Dogwood certificate  
Has a variety of options for post-secondary 
education in the field of their choice 
Has short-term and long-term goals upon 
graduation, and a plan for how to achieve 
them 
Participates in dual credit programs, SSA, or 
work experience to help gain post-secondary 
academic credits, get trades certification, be 
able to access further training, or be prepared 
for employment 
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What are we doing to achieve this goal? 

• Opportunities for practical 
applications and exploration of 
skills, such as Project Heavy 
Duty, the summer welding camp, 
Find Your Fit visit, Grade 9 
exploration day 

•  Opportunities for students to 
acquire tickets or certifications 
through programs such as the 
Skills Exploration class, Foods 
11/12, and the Lifeguarding 
Program 

• Work to gain more interest over 
the year in the Cosmetology 
program with the hope of re-
implementing it in the 2017-18 
school year 

• Educating students about dual 
credits, SSA, and work experience 
opportunities 

• Use of myBlueprint to help 
students track their progress 
towards graduation, explore post-
secondary opportunities, and set 
goals for post-graduation 

• Setting goals/objectives in 
Planning 10 

• Teaching financial preparedness 
in some math classes 

• Career coordinator working with 
students on their post secondary 
plans 

How will we know we’ve met this goal? 
• Increased transition rates from 

grades 8 through 12, with a target of 
90% or more of all students and 
aboriginal students transitioning to 
the next grade level each year 

• Increased rates of graduation with 
Dogwood certificate, with a target of 
90% or more of all students and 
aboriginal students eligible to 
graduate in September graduating in 
June 

• Increased percentage of students 
graduating within six years of 
entering grade 8, with a target of 
90% or more of all students and 
aboriginal students achieving this 
goal 

• Increased number of students 
participating in dual-credit courses, 
SSA, and work experience – 
establish baseline data and targets in 
2016-17 school year 

• Increased number of students 
reporting feeling prepared for 
transition in grade 12 – establish  
survey and baseline data in 2016-17 
school year 

• Increased number of students taking 
more than the one required science 
11 course – establish baseline data 
and targets in 2016-17 school year 

• Increased number of students taking 
more than the minimum required 80 
credits – establish baseline data and 
targets in  2016-17 school year 

• All graduates completing 
myBlueprint by end of graduation 
year 

We are working towards the 
establishment of an FNSS alumni society 

so that we can keep in touch with our 
alumni, see how they are doing, and 

celebrate their successes within the FNSS 
community.  


